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Surface Degradation of Wood

Exposed to External Conditions in South Africa

Hout Bay House research project in cooperation with the Czech University of Life Sciences in Prague

> testing and evaluating the performance of treated and untreated wood
species under local coastal climate
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> Graying already after
4 months of
weathering of
untreated samples

> Starting degradation
of treated samples
after 1 year of
exposure

can either accept the fact
that untreated wood turns
grey and gets typical plastic
structure or use suitable
surface treatment which
preserves the colour but has
to be renewed after several
years.
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> Use of > Ventilated air gaps > Transparent
wood species > Roof overhangs VS. opaque
with higher > Avoiding the

natural ground contact

durability > Covering the top

ends of wood
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> colour change
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> roughness change
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> visual appearance
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